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1/14/25, 7:30 AM Box Elder County Mail - Fwd: Upcoming Rezoning Discussion

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=c236a914f9&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1821180836662286700&simpl=msg-f:1821180836662286700 1/1

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:

From: Ashley Hunt 
Date: January 13, 2025 at 5:07:03 PM MST
To: planning@boxeldercountyut.gov, bbingham@boxeldercountyut.gov
Subject: Upcoming Rezoning Discussion

To whom it may concern,

I would like to urge each of you to take into consideration the petition that has been signed by hundreds of
residence asking that the 5 acre lot zoning stay in place in Bothwell, Utah.

Bothwell is a special place with a special community and culture. A big part of that is upheld by holding lot
sizes to a minimum of 5 acres. Bothwell is a farming community and would like to stay that way. Holding the
5 acre minimum will help to maintain this culture and way of life that residence of Bothwell hold dear.

On another note, Bothwell does not have the infrastructure to support explosive growth. The water supply is
a constant challenge and residence are continually asked to cut back in order to save water. Overcrowding
in the school system is also a concern. With the bond for the school district being voted down recently, there
needs to be planning in place for managing the exponential growth in the area without adding more.

Thank you for taking time to consider our thoughts!

Ashley Rhoades
Bothwell Resident

mailto:ahunt99@hotmail.com
mailto:planning@boxeldercountyut.gov
mailto:bbingham@boxeldercountyut.gov


Rezone
1 message

Mon, Jan 13, 2025 at 10:16 PM
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Arlene Thurgood 

Box Elder County Mail - Rezone

There has been a request for a re-zone of the minimum acreage requirement in the community of Bothwell in Box Elder 
County.
We are writing to you to petition you to deny this request to lower the requirement below 5 acres. We as a community prefer 
the acreage limit to minimize the efforts to diminish our way of life in this rural community by increasing the number of 
houses in the area.
Please listen to the people you represent and deny this re-zone effort.

Chris & Arlene Thurgood



Bothwell petition to change zoning
1 message

Wed, Jan 15, 2025 at 4:21 PM

 

 

1/15/25, 4:59 PM Box Elder County Mail - Bothwell petition to change zoning

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=93d547f79c&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1821359022007790803&simpl=msg-f:1821359022007790803 1/1

Jacob Thurgood >

Mr Lyons,

Hi, my name is Jacob Thurgood. I’m a resident of Bothwell and just wanted to send a quick note voicing my opposition to 
changing the zoning in Bothwell on the property located at approx 10255 w 13600 n. We moved to Bothwell to be near 
extended family but I believe for us as well as the extended family, that the rural zoning and minimum of 5 acre lots was a 
big part of what attracted us to Bothwell. My parents have lived there for over 20years and I know they have always loved 
the zoning for that area.

I also want to let you know that I have put together a petition that has been signed by about 240 people and at least 160 
of them are verified residents of Bothwell. I think it’s safe to say that if not everyone then the overwhelming majority of the 
citizens in Bothwell oppose these changes and would hope for the planning commission and county council to take this 
feedback into consideration when voting on these issues.

Thanks for your time and service.

Jake Thurgood
Bothwell



Fwd: Zone Change Request for Bothwell Ut Jan 2025
1 message

Thu, Jan 16, 2025 at 1:26 PM

 
 

Jill Christensen attached a document

       

Letter to County Commissioners Jan 2025

Snapshot of the item below:

Dear Box Elder County Commissioner,                                        January 14  2025

I am writing in response to the zone  change request recently submitted regarding the
Bothwell area.  

Over 20 years ago in response to the tremendous growth occurring in Box Elder County,
the County Commissioners at that time advised us as a community to establish a zoning
guideline to protect our area from housing developments.  We formed a committee, of
which I was a part, and after several meetings with the Box Elder Planning Committee
and the Box Elder County Commissioners, we as a community agreed to implement the
current RR5 Agricultural Zone.
This zone accomplished three goals.

1.  Enabled farmers to sell their farmland if or when needed to finance their
retirement.

2. Keeps the Bothwell Community an agricultural community.
3. Allows for the 5 acre parcels to qualify for the greenbelt.

1/16/25, 1:37 PM              
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Box Elder County Mail - Fwd: Zone Change Request for Bothwell Ut Jan 2025

Tyler Vincent ---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jill Christensen (via Google Docs)
Date: Tue, Jan 14, 2025 at 10:55 AM
Subject: Zone Change Request for Bothwell Ut Jan 2025
To: 

Jill Christensen  has attached the following document:

mailto:jillmchristensen@gmail.com
mailto:tvincent@boxeldercountyut.gov
mailto:jillmchristensen@gmail.com


This current zoning has served our community well and has accomplished the intended
goals desired by the members of this community.

If the current request for changing the current zoning is allowed, it will immediately undo
the careful planning and tireless efforts that went into protecting our community from
housing developments.  

The property owner asking for the zone change was well aware of the current zoning
regulation when he purchased the property within the RR5 zone.

The County Commissioners at the time the RR5 zone was established assured us as a
community that no zoning changes would be allowed without the consent of the majority
of landowners in Bothwell.

I ask that you honor the agreement made with us, the members of the Bothwell
Community, and the previous County Commissioners.  How is it possible to trust our
elected representatives if those representatives disregard former agreements?

One landowner does not represent the majority of the people living in Bothwell.
Please do not allow this zoning change, keep the RR5 zoning as it currently is.

Thank you,

Jill Christensen

Google LLC, 1600 Amphitheatre Parkway, Mountain View, CA 94043, USA
You have received this email because jillmchristensen@gmail.com shared a
document with you from Google Docs.
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bothwell 5
1 message

Thu, Jan 16, 2025 at 7:05 AM

Good Morning,

I am just writing to say thank you for serving. I would also like to express my fear that one person's request could
change the 5 acre rule in Bothwell. We bought our property and built our home and have lived here for 20+ years all while
knowing that the properties around us would stay 5 acres because that is what the zoning is for this area. Please, please
do not allow it to be changed.

Thank you,
Kim Detwiler
Bothwell resident

1/16/25, 7:48 AM       
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Box Elder County Mail - bothwell 5

Kimberly Detwiler 



Zoning in Bothwell
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Thu, Jan 16, 2025 at 5:37 PM
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Layne Summers

Marcus Wager County Planner
First of all we would like to thank you for your time and your service. We wish that we could be at your meeting tonight in 
person but we regret that we can not. If we were there we would share with you our opposition to changing the RR5
zone. We worked really hard in 2005 to make the wishes of our community known. At that time they put together a 
committee from the members of the community (one of which was my mother Katherine Summers) and Garth Day who 
was the county planner at the time. After many meetings, the recommendation to the Planning Commission was to clean-
up the zoning and make it RR5 throughout the Bothwell pocket. I believe this is still the desire of, and the best thing for
our community.
Those coming in and buying ground knowing the zoning that exists and then trying to change it to make a bunch of money 
do not have the best interest of our community.
We oppose the zoning change that is being proposed in Bothwell.

Thank you,
Layne & Tiffani Summers

Bothwell, UT 84337

https://www.google.com/maps/search/12420+W.+Faust+Valley+Rd.+Bothwell,+UT+84337?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/12420+W.+Faust+Valley+Rd.+Bothwell,+UT+84337?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.avg.com/email-signature?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail
http://www.avg.com/email-signature?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail
http://www.avg.com/email-signature?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail


‭Proposed Text Amendment:‬
‭Chapter 6-3 – Agricultural Subdivisions‬

‭Sections.‬
‭6-3-010‬ ‭Purpose‬
‭6-3-020‬ ‭Interpretation‬
‭6-3-030‬ ‭Definitions‬
‭6-3-040‬ ‭Authority‬
‭6-3-050‬ ‭Agricultural Subdivisions‬‭Plat Not Required‬
‭6-3-060‬ ‭Agricultural Subdivisions with a Single Family Dwelling‬
‭6-3-070‬ ‭Additional Requirements‬

‭6-3-010.‬ ‭Purpose.‬

‭The purpose of this Chapter, and any rules, regulations, standards and specifications hereafter adopted pursuant‬
‭hereto or in conjunction herewith are:‬

‭A.‬ ‭To promote and protect the public health, safety and general welfare.‬

‭B.‬ ‭To align the Box Elder County Land Use Management and Development Code with Utah Code and‬
‭streamline the Agricultural Subdivision process for both landowners and the County.‬

‭6-3-020.‬ ‭Interpretation.‬

‭The interpretation of this Chapter shall be consistent with the provisions of Section‬‭17-27a-103(73)(C)(i))&(vi)‬‭and‬
‭Section 17-27a-605 of the Utah Code, and as said provisions may be subsequently amended or revised by the State of‬
‭Utah.  Accordingly, any conflicts between this Chapter and‬‭17-27a-103(73)(C)(i))&(vi) and‬‭Section 17-27a-605‬‭of‬
‭the Utah Code, and as said provisions may be subsequently amended, shall be resolved in accordance with Section‬
‭17-27a-605 of the Utah Code.‬

‭6-3-030.‬ ‭Definitions.‬

‭As used in this Chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings:‬‭Certain words and phrases‬‭in this‬
‭Chapter are defined in Chapter 1-3 of this Code.‬

‭“Land in agricultural use‬‭” means:‬

‭A.‬ ‭land devoted to the raising of useful plants and animals with a reasonable expectation of profit,‬
‭including:‬

‭1.‬ ‭forages and sod crops;‬
‭2.‬ ‭grains and feed crops;‬
‭3.‬ ‭livestock defined as:‬

‭a.‬ ‭a domestic animal;‬
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‭b.‬ ‭a fish;‬
‭c.‬ ‭a fur-bearing animal;‬
‭d.‬ ‭a honeybee; or‬
‭e.‬ ‭poultry;‬

‭4.‬ ‭trees and fruits; or‬
‭5.‬ ‭vegetables, nursery, floral, and ornamental stock; or‬

‭B.‬ ‭land devoted to and meeting the requirements and qualifications for payments or other compensation‬
‭under a crop-land retirement program with an agency of the state or federal government.‬

‭6-3-040.‬ ‭Authority.‬

‭For purposes of this Chapter, the person(s) acting as the Land Use Authority is the Zoning Administrator as defined‬
‭in Chapter 1-3 of this Code.‬

‭6-3-050.‬ ‭Agricultural Subdivisions‬‭Plat Not Required‬‭.‬

‭Notwithstanding the provisions of Chapter 6-1 of this Code, a plat is not required to subdivide unincorporated land‬
‭into 10 or fewer parcels of agricultural land if:‬

‭1.‬ ‭In accordance with State Code, Section 17-27a-103(73)(C)(i), a property owner may divide land if it is a‬
‭bona fide division or partition of agricultural land for agricultural purposes. The deed must state in writing‬
‭that the division or partition of land is for agricultural purposes.‬

‭2.‬ ‭In accordance with State Code, Section 17-27a-103(73)(C)(vi), a property owner may divide land if it is a‬
‭bona fide division of land by deed or other instrument if the deed or other instrument states in writing that‬
‭the division:‬

‭a.‬ ‭is in anticipation of future land use approvals on the parcel or parcels;‬
‭b.‬ ‭does not confer any land use approval; and‬
‭c.‬ ‭has not been approved by the land use authority.‬

‭3.‬ ‭Any parcel created from the requirements in this Section shall comply with the underlying zoning‬
‭regulations. In unzoned areas the minimum parcel size shall be ½ acre, unless the Bear River Health‬
‭Department requires a larger size parcel.‬

‭A.‬ ‭The proposed agricultural subdivision:‬
‭a.‬ ‭Is not traversed by the mapped lines of a proposed street as shown in the general plan unless the‬

‭county has approved the location and dedication of any public street, county utility easement,‬
‭any other easement, or any other land for public purposes as the county's ordinance requires;‬

‭b.‬ ‭Has been approved by the culinary water authority and the sanitary sewer authority;‬
‭c.‬ ‭Is located in a zoned area; and‬
‭d.‬ ‭Conforms to all applicable land use ordinances or has properly received a variance from the‬

‭requirements of an otherwise conflicting and applicable land use ordinance.‬
‭B.‬ ‭The parcel(s):‬

‭a.‬ ‭Qualifies as land in agricultural use; and‬
‭b.‬ ‭Is not used and will not be used for any nonagricultural purpose; and‬

‭C.‬ ‭The new owner of record completes, signs, and records with the county recorder a notice:‬
‭a.‬ ‭Describing the parcel by legal description; and‬
‭b.‬ ‭Stating that the parcel is created for agricultural purposes and will remain so until a future‬

‭zoning change permits other uses.‬
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‭D.‬ ‭Following the review and approval of a complete application, the Zoning Administrator shall provide a‬
‭certificate in writing that:‬

‭a.‬ ‭The county has provided notice as required by ordinance; and‬
‭b.‬ ‭The proposed agricultural subdivision:‬

‭i.‬ ‭Is not traversed by the mapped lines of a proposed street as shown in the general plan‬
‭unless the county has approved the location and dedication of any public street, county‬
‭utility easement, any other easement, or any other land for public purposes as the‬
‭county's ordinance requires;‬

‭ii.‬ ‭Has been approved by the culinary water authority and the sanitary sewer authority;‬
‭iii.‬ ‭Is located in a zoned area; and‬
‭iv.‬ ‭Conforms to all applicable land use ordinances or has properly received a variance from‬

‭the requirements of an otherwise conflicting and applicable land use ordinance.‬
‭E.‬ ‭The certificate of written approval outlined in Subsection 6-2-050(D) must be attached to the document‬

‭recorded in the County Recorder’s office that divides the property by a metes and bounds description in‬
‭order to be considered a legal agricultural subdivision as allowed in this Chapter.‬

‭4.‬‭If a parcel created under Subsection 6-‬‭2‬‭3‬‭-050 is‬‭used for a nonagricultural purpose, the county shall require the‬
‭parcel to comply with the requirements of Section 17-27a-603 of the Utah Code and Chapter 6-1 of this Code.‬

‭6-3-060.‬ ‭Agricultural Subdivision with a Single Family Dwelling.‬

‭Notwithstanding Chapter 6-1 of this Code, as well as Sections 17-27a-603 and 17-27a-604 of Utah Code and subject‬
‭to 17-27a-605(1) of Utah Code, a plat is not required to subdivide an unincorporated parcel of land if:‬

‭A.‬ ‭The parcel contains an existing legal single family dwelling unit;‬
‭B.‬ ‭The subdivision results in two parcels, one of which is agricultural land;‬
‭C.‬ ‭The parcel of agricultural land:‬

‭a.‬ ‭Qualifies as land in agricultural use; and‬
‭b.‬ ‭Is not used, and will not be used, for a nonagricultural purpose;‬

‭D.‬ ‭Both the parcel with an existing legal single family dwelling unit and the parcel of agricultural land meet‬
‭the minimum area, width, frontage, and setback requirements of the applicable zoning designation in the‬
‭applicable land use ordinance; and‬

‭E.‬ ‭The owner of record completes, signs, and records with the county recorder a notice:‬
‭a.‬ ‭Describing the parcel of agricultural land by legal description; and‬
‭b.‬ ‭Stating that the parcel of agricultural land is created as land in agricultural use and will remain as‬

‭land in agricultural use until a future zoning change permits another use.‬
‭F.‬ ‭Following the review and approval of a complete application, the Zoning Administrator shall provide a‬

‭certificate in writing that:‬
‭a.‬ ‭The county has provided notice as required by ordinance; and‬
‭b.‬ ‭The proposed agricultural subdivision:‬

‭i.‬ ‭Is not traversed by the mapped lines of a proposed street as shown in the general plan‬
‭unless the county has approved the location and dedication of any public street, county‬
‭utility easement, any other easement, or any other land for public purposes as the‬
‭county's ordinance requires;‬

‭ii.‬ ‭Has been approved by the culinary water authority and the sanitary sewer authority;‬
‭iii.‬ ‭Is located in a zoned area; and‬

‭AGENDA‬ ‭Page‬‭5‬‭of‬‭6‬



‭iv.‬ ‭Conforms to all applicable land use ordinances or has properly received a variance from‬
‭the requirements of an otherwise conflicting and applicable land use ordinance.‬

‭G.‬ ‭The certificate of written approval outlined in Subsection 6-‬‭2‬‭3‬‭-060(F) must be attached to the document‬
‭recorded in the County Recorder’s office that divides the property by a metes and bounds description in‬
‭order to be considered a legal agricultural subdivision as allowed in this Chapter.‬

‭If a parcel of agricultural land divided from another parcel under Subsection 6-‬‭2‬‭3‬‭-060 is later used for‬‭a‬
‭nonagricultural purpose, the plat exemption provided in Subsection 6-‬‭2‬‭3‬‭-060 no longer applies, and the‬‭county shall‬
‭require the owner of the parcel to:‬

‭A.‬ ‭Retroactively comply with the subdivision plat requirements of Section 17-27a-603 of Utah Code and‬
‭Chapter 6-1 of this Code; and‬

‭B.‬ ‭Comply with all applicable land use ordinance requirements.‬

‭6-3-070.‬ ‭Additional Requirements.‬

‭Minimum Acreage‬

‭A.‬ ‭A parcel must be a minimum of five (5) acres in size to qualify as an agricultural parcel.‬

‭Access Required‬

‭A.‬ ‭Proof of access to each agricultural parcel created under this Chapter must be provided to the Zoning‬
‭Administrator prior to the issuance of a certificate of approval.  Access must be a minimum of 30 feet in‬
‭width‬‭, in accordance with a private road section in‬‭the public works standards‬‭.  Proof of access can‬‭be an‬
‭existing or newly created easement.  Access is not required to be improved.‬

‭Section 1-3-040. Definitions:‬

‭Land in agricultural use:‬

‭A.‬ ‭land devoted to the raising of useful plants and animals with a reasonable expectation of profit,‬
‭including:‬

‭1.‬ ‭forages and sod crops;‬
‭2.‬ ‭grains and feed crops;‬
‭3.‬ ‭livestock defined as:‬

‭a.‬ ‭a domestic animal;‬
‭b.‬ ‭a fish;‬
‭c.‬ ‭a fur-bearing animal;‬
‭d.‬ ‭a honeybee; or‬
‭e.‬ ‭poultry;‬

‭4.‬ ‭trees and fruits; or‬
‭5.‬ ‭vegetables, nursery, floral, and ornamental stock; or‬

‭B.‬ ‭land devoted to and meeting the requirements and qualifications for payments or other compensation‬
‭under a crop-land retirement program with an agency of the state or federal government.‬
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